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THE POLICE & CRIME COMMISSIONER FOR 
CLEVELAND 

 

DECISION RECORD FORM 
 

 

REQUEST: For Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) approval. 
 
 

Title: Soroptimists – Funding for Emergency Supplies and Mobile Phones for Victims of 
Trafficking and Slavery 
 
 

Executive Summary:  
 
Soroptimist International, which has 75,000 members in 122 countries, works at a global, 
national, regional and local community level. The organisation was founded in 1921 to improve 
the lives of women and girls through education, empowerment and enabling opportunities. The 
principles of the organisation are to strive for the advancement of the status of women; high 
ethical standards; human rights for all; equality, development and peace and the advancement 
of international understanding. 
 
Stockton-on-Tees Club has been active for 65 years. Members work on projects primarily, but 
not limited to, supporting women and children.  
 
The Stockton Club has been providing emergency bags for victims of trafficking and slavery 
since 2018, liaising with the Cleveland Police Complex Exploitation Team to assess the 
individual need of each victim and to provide suitable supplies to meet their immediate basic 
needs. Some victims are also provided with a mobile phone to enable them to maintain contact 
with the police regarding ongoing investigations. 
 
When people are removed from trafficking they often have to leave with no possessions, 
therefore the emergency bags can be vital to provide immediate comfort. The bags, specific to 
male and female, contain a full set of clothes, underwear, toiletries, towels, a small amount of 
cash and a few treats. Emergency supplies for children, toilet bags and activity bags, 
emergency food and sanitary products are also provided when required. 
 
The supply is led by demand and this is achieved through regular communication with the 
Cleveland Police Complex Exploitation Team contact. 
 
Stockton on Tees Soroptimists will source supplies, ensuring best value for money and ensure 
that the project is managed efficiently and timely to meet the requirements of the Complex 
Exploitation Team.  
 
The demand for the emergency bags and mobile phones is clearly demonstrated by the volume 
of victims in Cleveland. During the period July 2022 to July 2023, 215 victims of modern day 
slavery and trafficking were dealt with by the Complex Exploitation Team through the National 
Referral Mechanism.  
 
Decision:  
 
That the PCC approves £3,875 from the Police Property Act Fund to fund Soroptimist 
International Great Britain and Northern Ireland Stockton on Tees Club to provide 25 
emergency supply packs and 50 mobile phones to victims of trafficking and modern day slavery 

Decision Reference: 2023 2024 - 0027 
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in order to meet the immediate basic needs of these vulnerable victims and to enable them to 
maintain contact with the police regarding ongoing investigations. 
 
 

OPCC Lead Officer: Sarah Wilson, Policy, Partnerships and Delivery Officer 
 
 

Contractor Details (if applicable):  As listed above 
 

Implications:  
Has consideration been taken of the following: Yes No  
Financial    
Legal    
Equality & Diversity     
Human Rights    
Sustainability    
Risk    

(If yes please provide further details below) 
  

 
Decision Required – Supporting Information 
 
Financial Implications: (Must include comments of the PCC’s Chief Finance Officer where the 
decision has financial implications) 
 

There is sufficient funding with the Property Act Fund to support this proposal. 

 
Legal Implications: (Must include comments of the Monitoring Officer where the decision has 
legal implication)  
 
 

None arising. 

 
Equality and Diversity Implications: 
 

None arising. 

 
Human Rights Implications: 
 
 

None arising. 

 
Sustainability Implications: 
 

The communications plan around the awarding of this funding will include a publicly focused 
campaign encouraging donations of unused mobile phones and supplies for emergency bags to 
encourage increased sustainability going forwards. 

 
Risk Management Implications:  
 
 

None arising. 
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OFFICER APPROVAL 
 
Monitoring Officer: 
  
 
 

Signed 

 

Date 21.12.23  

 

 
 
 
Police and Crime Commissioner: 
 
 

 
 

Signed 

 

Date 21.12.2023  

 

 


